Worship Plan for the Sixth Sunday of Easter B, May 5, 2024
PRELUDE

GATHERED IN MISSION

As we gather, who are we?

We are a Christian family of faith who celebrates God’s grace through worship,
fellowship and service.

A BRIEF LITANY OF GOD’S ACTS

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the beginning, before the beginning, there was only chaos and emptiness. No
light. Literally no ground to stand upon—Alone and without life.

But God created all that is, seen and unseen, and has declared it good. Light, a
firm foundation, life.

At the river’s edge, Pharaoh’s chariots hounded us.

We were penned in. There was no escape.

The seas have parted, we find ourselves safe on the other side.
We are freed!

We are sore, working mightily, for no pay. Away in a strange land. Where can we
turn?

O’ tired ones eat what is good, delight in the richness on offer.

Turn to the Lord!

It is claustrophobic. It is loud. The heat of the fiery furnace raises our blood
pressure and adrenaline.

Find comfort, the LORD is with us. In the furnace with us—so that we will come
out unharmed.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death,

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
too might walk in newness of life.



For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

HYMN LBW #359  “In Christ There Is No East or West”
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but  one com-mu - ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to  me.

all  Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

Al-le- lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - Iu - ia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the
water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98
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Shout with joy to the Lorp, all you lands.
Psalm 98:4

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress

Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
O LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R
Sing to the LORD | with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.



With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
who comes to | judge the earth.
The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity. R

Second Reading: 1John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of
God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the
victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for
the Spirit is the truth.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 15:9-17
[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my



Father’s commandments and abide in his love. | have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called
you friends, because | have made known to you everything that | have heard from
my Father. You did not choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him
in my name. | am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, (0] Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW#143 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
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1 Now all the vault of heav’n re- sounds in praise of love that
2 E - ter-nal is the gift he brings, there - fore our heart with
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt-less love; set heart and will on
4 A - dor-ing prais-es now we bring and with the heav’n-ly
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still  a - bounds: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is  liv - ing!”
rap - ture sings: “Christ has  tri - umphed! He is  liv - ing!”
things a - bove that we con - quer through your tri - umph;
bless-ed sing:  “Christ has tri - umphed! Al - le - Iu - ial”
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Sing, choirs of an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song
Now still he comes to give us life and by his pres -
grant  grace suf - fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives
Be to the Fa - ther, and our Lord, to Spir - it blest,
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of glo - ry here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri - umphed!”
ence stills all strife. Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing!
we tru - ly say:  Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing!
most ho - ly God, all  the glo - ry, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1623

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress




NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



THE PRAYERS

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of
your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our
commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that
habitats and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species
and help us to care for all your creatures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world
leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen
international partnerships and cooperation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted
by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in
our care for one another. (We pray especially for . . ..) God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this
congregation (ministries may be named), that we may embody your love for the
world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council members, committee
members, and volunteers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have
gone before us (especially). At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly
banquet table. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.



OFFERING

CHORAL ANTHEM “Sing to the Lord” -Mozart/Wagner
0] .
[ I I 1 | N | I— | e | ]
|7 N I | 1 1 )
Hes———1—1 o  — e e e
|ANAVS 1 | & = & [ = |
J ¢4 & 4 )
Let the vine - yards be fruit- ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
o)
A —  — = ] 1 T I —]
O T R e O
) ~° [4 =i 1 g o
cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har- vest from the
[  m—— —— ; T ]
| | | 1/ 1 | E— ] | —1 I | | |
[ _J— I | —— I I |
0 1 = | 1 | | = 1
o1 o o ¢
seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
n [—
77—  E—| ) —— I T T 7
e e e e e e e e
J ' v o
Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the
ﬂ y [—
P ' — —a T T
i —— i & t ~ M—_d—t‘
ry] r — T
prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your
0) .
)7 A | I— )y | N T
T e e e e s e ]
S o ———————=
pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Let us pray,

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MOMENT OF THANKSGIVING
As we prepare for this Thanksgiving meal, let us pause and reflect on what we are
thankful for since we last received Holy Communion.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. But
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.



Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

Amen

BENEDICTUS
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised = Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.

HYMN LBW#551 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a-dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an - gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth - er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

SENT IN MISSION

As we go, what do we do?

We welcome you to share in our journey to fulfill God’s purpose in our
community and our world.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Setting 1
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