SETTING 10 — THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST B — JUNE 16, 2024

GATHERING- The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERED IN MISSION

As we gather, who are we?

We are a Christian family of faith who celebrates God’s grace through worship,
fellowship and service.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN LBW#234 “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”

'
| [ | y
|

N

VA | | | y y

A b | | I I I | | |
[ [ [ | |

| 10
L

D —o c,ic e, 4| . o

1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa-tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re- move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, your quick-’ning grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.

that all whose souls the truth re-ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

1 SAMUEL 15:34—16:13

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel
did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul.
And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.”
Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said,
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me
the one whom | name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the
Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord
has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes,
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel
then set out and went to Ramah.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 92
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broad like a ce dar  of Leb - a - non.

It is a good thing to give thanks | to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, | O Most High;
to herald your love | in the morning
and your faithful- | ness at night;
on the psaltery, and | on the lyre,
and to the melody | of the harp.
For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD;
and | shout for joy because of the works | of your hands. R
The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon.
Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts | of our God;
they shall still bear fruit | in old age;
they shall be | green and succulent;
that they may show how up- | right the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is | no injustice. R

2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

[Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we
ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that we are also well known to your
consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who
boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves,
it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] For the love of Christ urges
us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died.



And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but
for him who died and was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 4™ Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MARK 4:26-34

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the
head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is
the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear
it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WOV#760 “For the Fruit of All Creation”
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
9]
)’ A Il Il | L
t~>— N ! J o J\/ I I ! I N
= o ‘IL o rE 01O
For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our
world.

Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the church
in listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this time and place in
history. In your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your love. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain the
holy rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases of
the moon and tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your constancy.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are victims
of marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, banish
white supremacy and bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove the
inclination toward anger and violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment of
your healing promises (especially). Grant perseverance to people doing physical
and occupational therapy, people living with mobility concerns, and people facing
chronic pain. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers,
grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for
their children. Where these relationships are strained or broken, bring your
comfort and peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

With gratitude, we remember (the Emanuel Nine martyrs and all) the saints who
are now at home with you. Plant seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts,
that we grow in faith until we join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of
the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,

you pour out the fire of your Spirit,

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG
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2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bearthe sin of  all the world a - way;
0 , \
D * A | | ! ! N 4 4 | ]
s s p—r — _il : 1 1
AN . F o)
o > = LA
you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - fter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

May the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his

grace.
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord is the help of the helpless, the hope of the homeless, the savior of the
tempest tossed, the harbor of the voyager, and the physician of the sick.
Remember, O Lord, all assembled here and those absent from us as well. Have
mercy upon us all according to your wondrous kindness. Fill us with good things,
care for us all, the young and the aged, the timid and afraid. Bring home the
scattered and restore all who have erred.
Amen.

- (A blessing based on the prayer of Basil the Great)



SENDING SONG ELW#547 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; wu - nite us as one 1in this life that we share.

n “ J

g I Py I | |  — |
o — P e B S — "~ S W s —
%ﬁ | I N I I I |

Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 19161997,

alt.

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.



SENT IN MISSION

As we go, what do we do?

We welcome you to share in our journey to fulfill God’s purpose in our
community and our world.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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