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Greetings! Welcome to Fall!

Sunday services have returned to the 
10 o’clock hour, and Choir and Bell Choir have 
resumed. Jingle Bell Junction is coming up, 
and we will soon be kicking off our 
250th Anniversary Celebration Year!

Our Roofing Appeal Fundraising has brought 
in $7,200 of the $12,000 we were seeking. 
If you are able, please consider helping us 
reach our goal!

As always, please check out the calendar in 
this newsletter.

Brad Cox,
Council President

WisdomWisdom

It seems like this summer we’ve been It seems like this summer we’ve been 
focused on Wisdom here at Spruce Run. focused on Wisdom here at Spruce Run. 
On one hand, I’ve been doing final edits to On one hand, I’ve been doing final edits to 
our project we’d started the previous our project we’d started the previous 
summer: Wisdomfrom Spruce Run. On summer: Wisdomfrom Spruce Run. On 
the other hand, every three years a bunch the other hand, every three years a bunch 
of readings from the Old Testament of readings from the Old Testament 
wisdom books of Proverbs, Job, and wisdom books of Proverbs, Job, and 
Ecclesiastes, as well as the only wisdom Ecclesiastes, as well as the only wisdom 
book of the New Testament, James, come book of the New Testament, James, come 
up as first or second readings for two or so up as first or second readings for two or so 
months in a row.months in a row.

At its core, “Wisdom Literature” is focused At its core, “Wisdom Literature” is focused 
on practical knowledge, how to survive on practical knowledge, how to survive 
and thrive in a moral way throughout life. and thrive in a moral way throughout life. 
Often times this is done by describing Often times this is done by describing 
a wrong and foolish way of living in the a wrong and foolish way of living in the 
world, followed by the wise, right, way of world, followed by the wise, right, way of 
living in the world.living in the world.

Our Wisdom from Spruce Run projectOur Wisdom from Spruce Run project
 was a unique Bible Study. In it I gave a  was a unique Bible Study. In it I gave a 
brief description of the concerns of each brief description of the concerns of each 
of  the 3 main Wisdom book of the Old of  the 3 main Wisdom book of the Old 
Testament, and the questions they Testament, and the questions they 
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focused on, but then the rest of the time focused on, but then the rest of the time 
was spent on collecting the groupswas spent on collecting the groups
thoughts and answers to those Wisdom thoughts and answers to those Wisdom 
questions. I want you to know that your questions. I want you to know that your 
fellow parishioners gave deep and fellow parishioners gave deep and 
meaningful answers to these questions, meaningful answers to these questions, 
and showed how they are truly still and showed how they are truly still 
relevant today. You should look forward to relevant today. You should look forward to 
the release of this Wisdom from Sprucethe release of this Wisdom from Spruce
Run book on Reformation Sunday.Run book on Reformation Sunday.

This book will be released that day This book will be released that day 
because Reformation Sunday is also the because Reformation Sunday is also the 
day our confirmands will be confirming day our confirmands will be confirming 
their faith. We’ll be passing this book on their faith. We’ll be passing this book on 
to them as a way to pass on some of our to them as a way to pass on some of our 
hard-won wisdom.hard-won wisdom.

We’ll be giving them a model for being a We’ll be giving them a model for being a 
faithful person at a variety of ages. We’refaithful person at a variety of ages. We’re
giving our confirmands space to imagine giving our confirmands space to imagine 
what being an adult Christian will be like what being an adult Christian will be like 
as they get older—When I reach decision as they get older—When I reach decision 
points in the road about my career or points in the road about my career or 
family life, how might I make decisions family life, how might I make decisions 
that are faithful? When I’m middle aged, that are faithful? When I’m middle aged, 
what will my Baptized life look like?what will my Baptized life look like?
When I retire, what will be a wise way to fill When I retire, what will be a wise way to fill 
my time? When old age comes knocking, my time? When old age comes knocking, 
how do I greet it as a Christian? What do how do I greet it as a Christian? What do 
I have to look forward to throughout my I have to look forward to throughout my 
life? How do I navigate it well?life? How do I navigate it well?

Finally, a word on the Letter of James. As Finally, a word on the Letter of James. As 
I’ve said before, Luther was uncomfortableI’ve said before, Luther was uncomfortable
with James because the letter has awith James because the letter has a
different focus than most of the otherdifferent focus than most of the other
letters in the New Testament, and on top letters in the New Testament, and on top 
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of that the Counter-Reformation used the book as of that the Counter-Reformation used the book as 
a “proof text” against Lutherans. That said, it is a a “proof text” against Lutherans. That said, it is a 
good book, it’s just doing something a little good book, it’s just doing something a little 
different than Pauline letters Luther loved. It is different than Pauline letters Luther loved. It is 
asking the question: How should Christians live asking the question: How should Christians live 
wisely in the world after the death and resurrection wisely in the world after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus? James’ answer is: point to God’s grace of Jesus? James’ answer is: point to God’s grace 
with your own generosity, speak in ways that are with your own generosity, speak in ways that are 
gentle, live a faithful life by showing forth blessings gentle, live a faithful life by showing forth blessings 
and mercy, and pray always.and mercy, and pray always.

I have several hopes for this season of Wisdom I have several hopes for this season of Wisdom 
that we have been in as a congregation. I hope that we have been in as a congregation. I hope 
that: it is helping you live out your faith in concrete that: it is helping you live out your faith in concrete 
ways, challenges you to imagine what it is like to ways, challenges you to imagine what it is like to 
be a Christian at different times of life, encourages be a Christian at different times of life, encourages 
you to be thankful and prayerful, and helps you to you to be thankful and prayerful, and helps you to 
navigate a world that can be challenging in many navigate a world that can be challenging in many 
ways.ways.

Peace,Peace,
Pastor ChrisPastor Chris
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We had our summer picnic and had a blast 
playing Farkle.  Join us for our monthly fel-
lowship and Bible Study.  All women are 
welcome!

Spruce Run
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Email the church office for the Zoom link.
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Please reach out to Sara or Denise if you would 
like to purchase ShopRite gift cards.  The 
church receives a percentage of every gift card 
sale.  This is a very easy way to financially
support our church.   
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Link to register

Link for payment

Additional information about getting to 
Red Bull Arena and their bag policy.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUov2OiSIK9d4Z_nqK2y3MgKfDWqPX7dd7mLK5RLOvwAFCiw/viewform
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/gZBflJ4aPqdEnw-vyfUhXA
https://www.njsynod.org/copy-of-youth-events
https://www.njsynod.org/copy-of-youth-events
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The North Hunterdon Food Pantry has 
partnered with Veteran’s Haven North to 
provide veterans who are discharging 
from the program at Veteran’s Haven 
North with some basic pantry staples 
and a small supply of non-perishable 
items. 

Note:  The North Hunterdon Food 
Pantry uses Zeffy, so that we receive 
the full amount of your donation.  
You may make a small suggested 
donation to Zeffy, our third party 
processor, or you may make that 
 field $0.00 at check-out.   

ITEMS NEEDED:

• bag of flour (2 pounds) 
• bag of sugar (4 pounds) 
• salt & pepper shaker set 
• vegetable oil (24 ounces) 
• catsup 
• mustard 
• mayonnaise 
• carton of shelf-stable milk 
• box of cereal 
• box of crackers 
• peanut butter 
• jelly 
• small container of quick oats 
• bag of rice (1 pound) 
• small jar of applesauce 
• box of spaghetti 
• pasta sauce 
• 2 cans of soup 
• can of chili or stew 
• can of tuna or chicken 
• can of vegetables 
• instant potatoes 
• 2 boxes of mac & cheese 
• 2 packs of ramen 
• paper towel 
• toilet paper 

Donations can be dropped off  
11am – noon  on the  

1st Sunday of each month at 
Spruce Run Lutheran Church 

442 West Hill Road, Glen Gardner, NJ 
or by appointment 

DONATE ON-LINE! 

Contact us:      908-537-4824 x2 
nhcfoodpantry@gmail.com 


